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in everyone of them some rich monument of his piety and liberality. But
the most acceptable offering which he made to God was the fervour and
purity of affection with which he renewed the consecration of his soul to
God in all places where he came, especially at the foot of the altars.
Travelling through Lie*ge and Triers, he arrived at Bamberg, in which
city he had lately founded a rich episcopal see, and had built a most stately
cathedral in honour of St Peter, which Pope John XVIII took a journey
into Germany to consecrate in 1019.

The idolatrous inhabitants of Poland and Sclavonia had laid waste
the diocese of Meersburg, and destroyed that and several other churches.
St Henry marched against those barbarous nations, and having put his
army under the protection of the holy martyrs, St Laurence, St George,
and St Adrian, who are said to have been seen in the battle fighting before
him, he defeated the infidels.   He had made a vow to re-establish the see
of Meersburg in case he obtained the victory, and he caused all his army
to communicate the day before the battle which was fought near that city.
The barbarians were seized with a panic fear in the beginning of the action,
and submitted at discretion.    The princes of Bohemia rebelled, but were
easily brought back to their duty.    The victorious emperor munificently
repaired and restored the episcopal sees of Hildesheim,  Magdeburg,
Strasburg, Misnia, and Meersburg, and made all Poland, Bohemia, and
Moravia, tributary to the empire.   He procured holy preachers to be sent
to instruct the Bohemians and Polanders in the faith.    Those have been
mistaken who pretend that St Henry converted St Stephen, King of
Hungary; for that prince was born of Christian parents.    But our saint
promoted his zealous endeavours, and had a great share in his apostolic
undertakings for the conversion of his people.

The protection of Christendom, and especially of the holy see, obliged
St Henry to lead an army to the extremity of Italy, where he vanquished
the conquering Saracens, with their allies the Greeks, and drove them out
of Italy, left a governor in the provinces which he had recovered, and
suffered the Normans to enjoy the territories which they had then wrested
from the infidels, but restrained them from turning their arms towards
Naples or Benevento. He came back by Mount Cassino, and was honour-
ably received at Rome; but during his stay in that city, by a painful
contraction of the sinews in his thigh, became lame, and continued so till
his death. He passed by Cluni, and in the duchy of Luxemburg had an
interview with Robert, King of France, son and successor of Hugh Capet.
It had been agreed that, to avoid all disputes of pre-eminence, the two
princes should hold their conference in boats on the river Meuse, which,
-as Glaber writes, was at that time the boundary that parted their dominions.
But Henry, impatient to embrace and cement a friendship with that great
and virtuous king, paid the first visit to Robert in his tent, and afterwards